
City of Backus

CHAPTER 8 WATER AND SEWER

Chapter 8 Water and Sewer

General Provisions

SECTION 800 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

800.01 USE OF WATER OR SEWER SYSTEM RESTRICTED. No person shall make or

use any water or sewer service installation connected to the City water or sewer system except

pursuant to application and permit as provided in this Chapter. No person shall make or use any

such installation contrary to the regulatory provisions of this Chapter.

800.02 APPLICATIONS FOR SERVICE.

Subd. 1 Procedure. Application for a water or sewer service installation and for water

service shall be made to the Water Superintendent on forms prescribed by the Council and

furnished by the City. By his or her signature, the applicant shall agree to conform to this

Chapter and to rules and regulations that may be established by the City as conditions for the

use of water and sewer services.

Subd. 2 Fees or Deposit. Application for a service installation shall be made by the owner

of the property to be served, or by his or her agent. The applicant shall, at the time of making

application, pay to the City the amount of the fees or deposit required for the installation of
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the service connection as provided in this Chapter. When a water service connection has been

installed, application for water service may be made either by the owner or his or her agent

or by the tenant or occupant of the premises.

800.03 CHARGES FOR SERVICE CONNECTIONS. Sewer and water connection charges

and rates shall be established by Resolution of the Council and may be changed from time to time.

800.04 ACCOUNTING, BILLING, AND COLLECTING.

Subd. 1 Accounts in Name of Owner. All accounts shall be carried in the name of the

owner. The owner shall be liable for water and sewer services supplied to his or her property,

whether he or she is occupying the property or not, and any charges unpaid shall be a lien

upon the property.

Subd. 2 Bills for Service. Water and sewer service charges shall be billed together. Bills

shall be mailed to the customers and shall specify the water consumed and the sewer and

water charges in accordance with the rates established from time to time by action of the

Council.
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Subd. 3 Delinquent Accounts. All charges for water and sewer service shall be due on the

due date specified by the City for the respective account and shall be delinquent thereafter.

The City shall endeavor to collect delinquent accounts promptly. A penalty in an amount

established from time to time by action of the Council shall be assessed to all delinquent

accounts. In any case, where satisfactory arrangements for payment have not been made, the

Water Department may, after the procedural requirements of Subd. 4 have been complied

with, discontinue service to the delinquent customer by shutting off the water at the stop box.

When water service to any premises has been discontinued, service shall not be restored

except upon the payment of all delinquent bills and a fee of $20. Delinquent accounts shall

be certified to the City Clerk-Treasurer who shall prepare an assessment roll each year

providing for assessment of the delinquent amounts against the respective properties served.

The assessment roll shall be delivered to the Council for adoption on or before October 1 of

each year for certification to the County Auditor for collection along with taxes. Such action

is optional and may be subsequent to taking legal action to collect delinquent accounts. In

addition to all penalties and costs attributable and chargeable to recording notices of the lien

or filing a civil action, the owner or user of the real estate being serviced by the Treatment

Works shall be liable for interest upon all unpaid balances at the rate of 8% per annum.

Subd. 4 Procedure for Shutoff of Service. Water shall not be shut off under Subd. 3 or

for a violation of rules and regulations affecting utility service until notice and an opportunity
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for a hearing have first been given the occupant of the premises involved. The notice shall be

personally served or mailed to the address to which the bill is sent, and shall state that if

payment is not made before a day stated in the notice but not less than seven days after the

date on which the notice is given, the water supply to the premises will be shut off. The notice

shall also state that the occupant may, before such date demand a hearing on the matter, in

which case the supply will not be cut off until after the hearing is held. If the customer

requests a hearing before the date specified, a hearing shall be held on the matter by the

Council at least one week after the date on which the request is made. If as a result of the

hearing, the Council finds that the amount claimed to be owing is actually due and unpaid and

that there is no legal reason why the water supply of the delinquent customer may not be shut

off in accordance with this section, the City may shut off the supply. No water shall be shut

off between October 15 and April 15 except in compliance with the Minnesota Cold Weather

Rule, Minn. Stat. 216B.097 as amended, if the water is used as part of the premises primary

heating system.

Subd. 5 Rate Schedule. A quarterly water and sewer service charge shall be set annually by

resolution of the Council. This quarterly service charge shall be due and payable by the owner

of each lot or parcel of land which has municipal water and sewer service available; provided,

this charge shall not be due if there is no habitable building on such lot or parcel, or if the lot

contains a vacant home. A vacant home shall be defined as any habitable building which has
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been unoccupied for a period of at least one year, and shall not include seasonal homes which

are occupied for any length of time during the year.

Premises failing to hook up to the municipal water and sewer systems as required under this

section shall be billed a minimum quarterly service charge for sewer and water service. The

minimum billing shall in no way restrict or prevent other civil and criminal sanctions

applicable for failure to comply with ordinance provisions.

SECTION 810 - WATER SYSTEMS

810.01 AUTHORIZATION. It is the express intention of the City to govern and regulate its

waterworks system to the full extent permitted under State law; specifically, but not exclusively,

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 412 Sections 211 and 221 and Chapter 444, Section 075.

810.02 WATER MAINS, COCKS, STOP BOXES.

Subd. 1 Ownership. The City shall own all the mains, pipes, cocks and stop boxes from the

distributing mains in the street to the property line. Additionally, the City shall own all

meters, re-setters, couplings unique to meters, remotes, and wiring.
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Subd. 2 Laying, Tapping. The City shall lay all water mains. No work or alteration shall

be performed except by City employees. Tapping of the main shall be done only by City

employees, a licensed plumber or licensed and bonded contractor, unless the express written

consent of the Water Superintendent shall have been previously obtained.

Subd. 3 Financing. The Council shall levy a special assessment upon all property benefitted

by the laying of such water mains. The assessment shall be divided into no more than 28

annual installments and shall be a lien upon such land from the time that the assessment is

levied by the Council. Prepayment shall in all cases be allowed.

810.03 WATER CONNECTION REQUIRED. Every building with installed plumbing fixtures

and intended for human habitation, occupancy, or use, when located on premises where a public

water supply system is available within a reasonable distance, shall be connected to the City water

service within a period of one year from the date of installation of such fixtures or water supply

system, whichever period is longer; provided, however, that the Council may approve an

alternative system on application of the owners of such
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Subd. 1 Required. No person shall perform or cause to be performed any work or alteration

on any water service pipe without first having procured a permit therefor.

Subd. 2 Application. Application for such permit shall be to the City Clerk-Treasurer by the

person employed to perform the operation. The application shall contain a description of the

work to be done and the location thereof. The City Clerk-Treasurer shall notify the Water

Superintendent who shall approve or disapprove the application. Upon approval, the City

Clerk-Treasurer shall issue a permit to such applicant covering such approved work.

Subd. 3 Persons Ineligible. No person shall be issued a permit under this section unless

such person qualifies to engage in the business of plumbing pursuant to the laws of the State

of Minnesota. No person shall be denied a permit under this section where such person

proposes to undertake plumbing work on his or her own actual residence. However, such

work shall be subject to inspection by the Water Superintendent or his or her authorized

agent. Specifically, an inspection shall be conducted regarding the interior plumbing to

ensure that sump pumps are not connected to the sanitary sewer system.
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Subd. 4 Plans Ineligible. No permit shall be issued covering plans not in full compliance

with the provisions of State law and other provisions of this Chapter.

Subd. 5 Liability. No permit shall be granted unless the permittee agrees to defend,

indemnify and hold harmless the City from all claims or liability arising from any work

performed by permittee on the water line.

810.06 CORPORATION COCK, CURB COCK. The service line shall be connected to the

main with a corporation cock. There shall be a curb cock in every service line attached to the

water main; such curb cock shall be placed as near as possible to the street side of the sidewalk,

or within one foot of the alley line of the main is located in the alley. To the curb cocks there shall

be attached a substantial iron curb box to permit the opening or closing of the curb cock from the

surface. The pattern of the curb box shall be subject to the approval of the Water Superintendent.

Accessible shut-offs shall be provided on the main supply line just inside the foundation wall on

both sides of the meter. It shall be unlawful for any person not authorized by the City to shut off

or turn on any water service at the curb cock or box.
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810.07 INSPECTION. Within 24 hours after completing the operation for which a permit was

issued, the plumber shall make a full report of any and all work done. Such report shall be made

to the Water Superintendent conforming to a form supplied by said Superintendent. In all cases,

the Water Department shall be given reasonable opportunity to inspect the work before such work

is covered.

810.08 COST OF INSTALLATION. The cost of installing the service from the main to the

premises, as well as repairs to same, shall be borne entirely by the owner. If, in the opinion of the

Water Superintendent and the Council, it has been determined that a service line should be

replaced or repaired, the Council may order such replacement or repair and the Water

Superintendent shall cause the same to be done and the cost thereof shall be charged to the

customer or owner of the premises and shall be collected in the same manner as other bills for

water consumption.

810.09 USE RESTRICTIONS.

Subd. 1 Private Lines. No person, other than a City employee, shall, except with the written

consent of the Council, furnish water to other persons or premises by means of temporary

service lines, hose, and the like.
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Subd. 2 Fire. No person shall draw water from the municipal water system during the

sounding of a fire alarm, except for the purpose of extinguishing such fire.

Subd. 3 Water Shortages. The Council may determine, from time to time, that the supply

of water is inadequate for unrestricted use. At such times and upon published notice, no

person shall draw water from the public water system for any purpose or in any quantity other

than may at that time be permitted under the restrictions so imposed.

810.10 HYDRANTS. No person shall open any hydrant or draw or attempt to draw any water

therefrom, nor shall any persons at any time recover any hydrant, or remove or attempt to remove

therefrom any matter or thing designed or intended for the protection thereof, or in any manner

meddle with any such hydrant without the express permission from the Chief of the Fire

Department, the Water Superintendent, or the Council.

810.11 TEMPORARY SHUT-OFF. The Council reserves the right to temporarily shut off the

City supplied water service at any time for the purpose of extending, replacing, repairing, or

cleaning mains and appurtenances, or for any purpose which the Council deems necessary. In the

event of such a shut-off, neither the City, nor its employees, nor the Council shall be held liable

for any damage arising from the temporary shut-off.
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810.12 CITY NON-LIABLE. It is expressly stipulated by the City that no claims shall be made

against it by reason of breaking or freezing of any main service pipe or service cock, or if from

any cause the supply of water shall fail, or from damage arising from shutting off water.

810.13 DEFECTIVE SERVICE; REFUNDS. Claims for defective service shall be made in

writing and filed with the Water Superintendent on or before the tenth day of the month next

succeeding such defective service. Upon the filing of a claim, the Water Superintendent shall

investigate the basis of the claim and determine the amount, if any, of damage suffered by the

claimant by reason of the defective service. The Water Superintendent shall submit a report of his

or her findings to the Council which shall approve or disapprove of the findings. Approved

damages shall be allowed as a credit on the following bill or refunded as other claims; provided,

however, that no claim shall be allowed against the City for any injuries to person or property.

810.14 METERS.

Subd. 1 Required. No water shall be furnished to any customer from the City water system

unless the water use is measured by a meter. Each apartment, home, trailer,

house/manufactured home, or any separated living quarters must be metered separately unless

prior written approval is given by the Council.
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Subd. 2 Installation; Repairs. The City shall own, install, and assume the costs

installation and repairs of water meters.

of

Subd. 3 Customer Duties. Every customer shall provide a suitable place where a meter can

be installed and any person authorized by the Council shall be allowed free access at all

reasonable hours to all necessary parts of every building for the purposes of inspecting,

removing, or replacing meters and observing the manner in which the water is used.

Subd. 4 Testing. If a customer desires to have the meter tested for accuracy, the testing

shall be done by the City. If the test reveals the meter less than 98% accurate, the meter shall

be replaced and the customer's bill shall be adjusted to reflect the true services received. If

the test reveals the meter at least 98% accurate, the customer shall pay a fee of $4; provided,

however, the cost of replacing or repairing a meter damaged by lack of care by the customer

shall be charged to the customer.

810.15 WATER USER RATES. Water user rates shall be established by resolution of the

Council, may include the costs of improvements, and may be changed from time to time.
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Subd. 1 Quarterly. A water bill shall be sent to each customer by the City Clerk-Treasurer

within five days after the fifteenth day of each quarter. Quarters begin March 15, June 15,

September 15 and December 15 of each year. The water bill shall state the amount due the

City for water service received during the preceding quarter, together with any amounts due

for improvements repairs and other related indebtedness. Payment therefor shall be made

within 30 days from the date of the bill.

Subd. 2 Non-Payment. Bills not paid within the period prescribed under Subd. 1, shall be

deemed delinquent and the City Clerk-Treasurer shall submit a list of such delinquent bills

to the Council who may thereafter direct the Water Superintendent to deprive the premises

against which delinquent bills are outstanding of water service, following the procedure set

out in section 800.04.

Subd. 3 Additional Remedies. In addition to shutting off the water supply of a delinquent

customer, any amount due hereunder may be collected in an action brought in the name of the

City against the customer, or the City may certify to the County Auditor the amounts due,

together with the legal description of the premises served and the County Auditor shall
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thereupon enter such assessments on the tax rolls in the same manner as special assessments

on real estate for street improvements, and it shall be collected in the same manner as taxes

against the real estate.

SECTION 820 - PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEMS

820.01 DEFINITIONS. Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of

terms used in this section shall have the following meanings:

Subd. 1 Act. "Act" shall mean the Federal Water Pollution Control Act also referred to as

the Clean Water Act, as amended, 33. U.S.C. 1251, et seq.

Subd. 2 Administration. "Administration" shall mean those fixed costs attributable to

administration of the wastewater treatment works.

Subd. 3 ASTM. "ASTM" shall mean the American Society for Testing Materials.

Subd. 4 Authority. "Authority" shall mean the City of Backus, Minnesota or its

representative thereof.
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Subd. 5 BOD3 or Biochemical Oxygen Demand. "BOD, or Biochemical Oxygen Demand"

shall mean the quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter

under standard laboratory procedure in five days at 20° Centigrade in terms of milligrams

per liter (mg/1).

Subd. 6 Building Drain. "Building Drain" shall mean that part of the lowest horizontal

piping of a drainage system which receives the discharge from waste and other drainage pipes

inside the walls of the building and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning five feet

outside the building wall.

Subd. 7 Building Sewer. "Building Sewer" shall mean the extension from the building

drain to the public sewer or other place of disposal, also referred to as a house connection or

service connection.

Subd. 8 City. "City" shall mean the area within the corporate boundaries of the City of

Backus as presently established or as amended by ordinance or other legal actions at a future

time. The term "City" when used herein may also be used to refer to the Council and its

authorized representative.
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Subd. 9 Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD). "Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD)" shall

mean the quantity of oxygen utilized in the chemical oxidation of organic matter as determined

by standard laboratory procedures, and as expressed in terms of milligrams per liter (mg/1).

Subd. 10 Commercial User. "Commercial User" shall mean any place of business which

discharges sanitary waste as distinct from industrial wastewater.

Subd. 11 Commercial Wastewaters. "Commercial Wastewaters" shall mean domestic

wastewater emanating from a place of business as distinct from industrial wastewater.

Subd. 12 Compatible Pollutant. "Compatible Pollutant" shall mean biochemical oxygen

demand, suspended solids, pH, and fecal coliform bacteria, plus additional pollutants

identified in the NPDES/SDS Permit if the treatment facilities are designed to treat such

pollutants to a degree which complies with effluent concentration limits imposed by the

permit.

Subd. 13 Control Manhole. "Control Manhole" shall mean a structure specially

constructed for the purpose of measuring flow and sampling of wastes.
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Subd. 14 Debt Service Charge. "Debt Service Charge" shall mean a charge levied on users

of wastewater treatment facilities for the cost of repaying money bonded to construct the

facilities.

Subd. 15 Easement. "Easement" shall mean an acquired legal right for the specific use of

land owned by others.

Subd. 16 Equivalent Residential Unit. "Equivalent Residential Unit" (ERU) shall mean

a unit of wastewater volume of 85 gallons per day at a hypothetical strength of 250 mg/l of

BOD, and 250 mg/l of Total Suspended Solids.

Subd. 17 Extra Strength Waste. "Extra Strength Waste" shall mean wastewater having

a BOD5, and/or TSS greater than domestic waste as defined in this section, and not otherwise

classified as an incompatible waste.

Subd. 18 Fecal Coliform. "Fecal Coliform" shall mean any number of organisms common

to the intestinal tract of man and animals whose presence in sanitary sewage is an indicator

of pollution.

Subd. 19 Floatable Oil. "Floatable Oil" shall mean oil, fat, or grease in a physical state,

such that it will separate by gravity from wastewater.
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Subd. 20 Garbage. "Garbage" shall mean animal and vegetable waste resulting from the

handling, preparation, cooking, and serving of food.

Subd. 21 Governmental User. "Governmental User" shall mean users which are agencies

or instrumentalities of Federal, State, or local government discharging normal domestic

strength wastewater.

Subd. 22 Incompatible Pollutant. "Incompatible Pollutant" shall mean any pollutant that

is not defined as a compatible pollutant (Sec. 12) including non-biodegradable dissolved

solids.

Subd. 23 Incompatible Waste. "Incompatible Waste" shall mean waste that either singly

or by interaction with other wastes interferes with any waste treatment process, constitutes

a hazard to humans or animals, creates a public nuisance, or creates any hazard in the

receiving waters of the wastewater treatment works.

Subd. 24 Industry. "Industry" shall mean any nongovernmental or nonresidential user of

a publicly owned treatment works which is identified in the Standard Industrial Classification

Manual, latest edition, which is categorized in Divisions A, B, D, E and I.
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Subd. 25 Industrial Waste. "Industrial Waste" shall mean gaseous, liquid, and solid wastes

resulting from industrial or manufacturing processes, trade or business, or from the

development, recovery, and processing of natural resources, as distinct from residential or

domestic strength wastes.

Subd. 26 Infiltration. "Infiltration" shall mean water entering the sewage system (including

building drains and pipes) from the ground through such means as defective pipes, pipe joints,

connections, and manhole walls.

Subd. 27 Infiltration/Inflow (I/1). "Infiltration/Inflow (I/I)" shall mean the total quantity

of water from both infiltration and inflow.

Subd. 28 Inflow. "Inflow" shall mean water other than wastewater that enters a sewer

system (including building drains) from sources such as, but not limited to, roof leaders,

cellar drains, yard and area drains, foundation drains, drains from springs and swampy areas,

manhole covers, cross-connections from storm sewers, catch basins, surface runoff, street

wash waters or drainage.

Subd. 29 Institutional User. "Institutional User" shall mean users other than commercial,

governmental, industrial, or residential users, discharging primarily normal domestic strength

wastewater (such as nonprofit organizations).
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Subd. 30 Interference. "Interference" shall mean the inhibition or disruption of the City's

wastewater disposal system processes or operations which causes or significantly contributes

to a violation of any requirement of the City's NPDES and/or SDS Permit. The term includes

sewage sludge use or disposal by the City in accordance with published regulations providing

guidelines under Section 405 of the Act or any regulations developed pursuant to the Solid

Waste Disposal Act, the Clean Air Act, the Toxic Substances Control Act, or more stringent

State criteria applicable to the method of disposal or use employed by the City.

Subd. 31 МРСА. "MPCA" shall mean the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

Subd. 32 National Categorical Pretreatment Standards. "National Categorical

Pretreatment Standards" shall mean Federal regulations establishing pretreatment standards

for introduction of pollutants in publicly-owned wastewater treatment facilities which are

determined to be not susceptible to treatment by such treatment facilities or would interfere

with the operation of such treatment facilities, pursuant to Section 307(b) of the Act.

Subd. 33 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit. "National

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit" shall mean a permit issued by the

MPCA, setting limits on pollutants that a permittee may legally discharge into navigable

waters of the United States pursuant to Sections 402 and 405 of the Act.
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Subd. 34 Natural Outlet. "Natural Outlet" shall mean any outlet, including storm sewers

and combined sewers, which overflow into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of

surface water or ground water.

Subd. 35 Non-contact Cooling Water. "Non-contact Cooling Water" shall mean the water

discharged from any use such as air conditioning, cooling or refrigeration, or during which

the only pollutant added is heat.

Subd. 36 Normal Domestic Strength Waste. "Normal Domestic Strength Waste" shall

mean wastewater that is primarily introduced by residential users with a BOD, concentration

not greater than 250 mg/l and a suspended solids (TSS) concentration not greater than 250

mg/l.

Subd. 37 Operation and Maintenance. "Operation and Maintenance" shall mean activities

required to provide for the dependable and economical functioning of the treatment works,

throughout the useful life of the treatment works, and at the level of performance for which

the treatment works were constructed. Operation and maintenance includes replacement.

Subd. 38 Operation and Maintenance Costs. "Operation and Maintenance Costs" shall

mean expenditures for operation and maintenance, including replacement.
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Subd. 39 Person. "Person" shall mean any individual, firm, company, association, society,

corporation, or group.

Subd. 40 pH. "pH" shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal of the concentration of

hydrogen ions in terms of grams per liter of solution.

Subd. 41 Pretreatment. "Pretreatment" shall mean the treatment of wastewater from

industrial sources prior to the introduction of the waste effluent into a publicly-owned

treatment works.

Subd. 42 Properly Shredded Garbage. "Properly Shredded Garbage" shall mean the

wastes from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food that have been shredded to such

a degree that all particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions normally prevailing

in public sewers with no particle greater than one-half inch (1.27 cm) in any dimension.

Subd. 43 Public Wastewater Collection System. "Public Wastewater Collection System"

shall mean a system of sanitary sewers owned, maintained, operated, and controlled by the

City.
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Subd. 44 Replacement. "Replacement" shall mean obtaining and installing of equipment,

accessories, or appurtenances which are necessary during the design life or useful life,

whichever is longer, of the treatment works to maintain the capacity and performance for

which such works were designed and constructed.

Subd. 45 Replacement Costs. "Replacement Costs" shall mean expenditures for

replacement.

Subd. 46 Residential User. "Residential User" shall mean a user of the treatment facilities

whose premises or building is used primarily as a residence for one or more persons,

including dwelling units such as detached and semi-detached housing, apartments, and mobile

homes; and which discharges primarily normal domestic strength sanitary wastes.

Subd. 47 Sanitary Sewer. "Sanitary Sewer" shall mean a sewer intended to carry only

liquid and water carried wastes from residences, commercial buildings, industrial plants, and

institutions, together with minor quantities of ground, storm, and surface waters which are

not admitted intentionally.

Subd. 48 Sewage. "Sewage" shall mean the spent water of a community. The preferred

term is wastewater.
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